
A POSTCARD FROM ABERGAVENNY
 The 2020 Abergavenny Food Festival goes Virtual
For immediate release
For the last 21 years, Abergavenny Food Festival has highlighted and celebrated Wales’ thriving food scene, and the chefs, producers, farmers, and growers who all work so hard to make it what it is.

Every year, the rural market town becomes a hub of activity, as staging in the Castle grounds is erected; new, locally-commissioned artwork is hung in the market hall; and more than 35,000 people flood into the town to enjoy a four-day extravaganza of food, drink and culture.

But this year, a global pandemic and social distancing measures mean that September 2020 will break with tradition. But whilst Abergavenny town centre won’t be the bustling hub of activity that it usually is – this bastion of the Welsh food scene will still go ahead, online.
Kicking off on 14th September and running for a whole week, ardent food-lovers can get a taste of festival life from the comfort of their own homes by attending the Virtual Abergavenny Food Festival 2020, what’s more most of the events are free.
Today, 1st September, it was announced that joining the line-up will be food writer Anna Jones, chef and bestselling author Sabrina Ghayour, award winning writer and broadcaster Tim Hayward, chefs Steven Terry, Hywel Griffiths and Cyrus Todiwala, food and drink writer Fiona Beckett and  the Cook School Club, with more to be announced. The festival will be opened by friend of the festival Kate Humble.
Also joining the line-up are festival favourites Gower Cottage Brownies, Belazu, Caws Cenarth, Chase Distillery, Ultracomida, and many more.
Across the seven days, ticket holders will be able to enjoy all of the usual Abergavenny Food Festival highlights; from tutored tastings to debates, cooking demonstrations, and access to insider info from some of the industry’s top talent.
The full festival programme, timings and details on how to reserve a space will be launched on the Abergavenny Food Festival Website at 6pm on Tuesday 1st September.
The Virtual Abergavenny Food Festival will be free to attend, but spaces will be limited and festival fans are encouraged to sign up to the Abergavenny Food Festival newsletter to receive a notification as soon as tickets are available.
The option to purchase food and drink to accompany the tasting events will also be made available from Tuesday onwards. Patrons will also be able to make a donation toward the cost of running the festival, if they wish. 
Kim Waters, acting CEO of Abergavenny Food Festival said today: “We know how many people keep this week free in their diaries year after year, so we wanted to send them a little postcard from us, to them. We hope to see some familiar faces, even if they are on screen, rather than in person. 
He continued. “Cancelling this year’s ‘real life’ festival was a sad decision but the right one to make; and the silver lining is that it has given us and our sponsors even longer to make sure that 2021 will be the best year yet. 
In its 21-year history to date, the festival is used to navigating hiccoughs, from snowstorms to the foot and mouth outbreak. It is thanks to the supporters, stall holders, speakers, chefs, volunteers and sponsors that it continues to thrive, and it is a testament to them that this virtual version of the festival is going ahead.”
Cyrus Todiwala said: “Join me and some fabulous food and drink friends for a week of Virtual Abergavenny #VAFF2020. Learn a new skill, join a virtual tasting or a live debate. We may not be together for Abergavenny Food Festival this year but that doesn’t mean we can’t have fun!”
Ends
Notes to eds
Running over 7 days from 14th September there will be multiple events each day. The full programme will be available and bookable from the evening of Tuesday 1st September. All events are free to attend apart from the tutored tastings where product can be purchased direct from the supplier. However a donation can be made to contribute to the running of this year’s virtual festival.
Abergavenny Food Festival is hugely grateful to all our sponsors for helping to bring the 2020 Virtual Abergavenny Food Festival to life.
Twitter: @afoodfestival 
Instagram: @afoodfestival
Facebook: Abergavenny Food Festival
Join the conversation about this year’s Virtual Abergavenny Food Festival using the hashtag #VAFF2020.
Photography
High res photos of those announced for the 2020 virtual festival are available to download here. Credits are in the image file names.
High res photo highlights of the 2019 Abergavenny Food Festival are available to download here. Credits are in the image file names.
For press enquiries and interviews with any of those appearing at the virtual event please contact: 
Emma Heesom or Jane Cook
emma@abergavennyfoodfestival.com / 07917 853647 or jane@abergavennyfoodfestival.com
About Abergavenny Food Festival
Since its inception, the Abergavenny Food Festival has grown its audience from 3,000 visitors to become the largest food festival in Wales with over 35,000 attendees last year, showcasing the very best food and drink from Wales and across the world. 
Generating an estimated £4 million impact for the local economy; shops, hotels, travel industry and associated businesses. We are committed to supporting our local community, employing over 120 young people over Festival weekend and supporting catering students to gain work experience in our kitchens.
Abergavenny Food Festival was created in 1999 by two local farmers in response to the BSE crisis and the resulting lack of consumer confidence in British produce. With the outbreak of Foot and Mouth in 2001, difficulties worsened and pushed the Festival forward in terms of showcasing the wonderful food we have to offer locally, and the passion of the people who produce it.
Abergavenny Food Festival enjoys a reputation as a place for chefs, food businesses, journalists, farmers and food producers to come together. We are known for being an inclusive and welcoming event, delivering a delicious opportunity for people from all walks of life to explore and learn about food.
Through our programme of activities, including product tastings, kids’ activities, masterclasses, hands-on cookery lessons and topical debates, we provide the inside track on food issues, offer new ideas about the future of our food and showcase rising stars emerging from the industry.
The Festival aims to transform the way people think about food; challenging and promoting new ideas, pushing the boundaries of current thinking and encouraging people to look differently at where their food comes from.
Over the years, the festival has attracted top food heavyweights such as: Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, Raymond Blanc, Magnus Nillsson, Sandor Katz Monica Galetti, José Pizarro, Asma Khan and Valentine Warner, to name but a few.
We cherish our history and remain committed to offering a genuine market experience in the rural setting of our beautiful market town.

